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March: March is one of my favorite months. I am very happy to get back to my outdoor work. And by now we are all tired of winter, however this was a very warm winter so far. But I write this on the 2nd and we just had a big snow. When is the season for Groundhogs? Because there is one that lives in Puxatawney Pa. I would like to shoot! We were removing an interior job lost due to cost cuts the other day and as we were loading the truck the building owner hired us for the lobby.  Please remember if you need any thing inside let me know. Also if there is any one you know could use our service please let me know. 

Garden Corner:  March is a good month for gardening. Get an early start on your gardens by cleaning out the dead leaves and debris from the winter. Many people ask me when it is best to apply crabgrass preventer to the lawn and the answer depends on the weather. It is best to apply mid March if it has been warm and then again in early April. Timing is of the essence since the way it works is by sterilizing the last year’s seeds in the ground. Always use fertilizer too this greens the grass fast. Remember do not use on newly seeded areas as it kills grass seeds too. When mulching only add a little mulch and don’t forget the weed preventer under it. Too much mulch is bad and you’ll be sorry if you have to remove it. Weeds grow in mulch too if there is a buildup. So try to add it only as fast as it decomposes. Mix some old mulch from the bottom into the beds to richen the topsoil in your gardens. Then add some mulch over the top. Remember if you have old potting soil now is a good time to add it to the dirt in the gardens. Mound your beds in the center to enhance the display of annuals and allow better drainage. I use a slanted trench instead of edging in our beds.  

Coupon Page: On the backside of this newsletter are a few coupons or advertisements from clients or favorite places we like. Please try them out and let us know what you think. If you would like to advertise here just let me know. There is no charge and you might just get the word out. 

Interior Sales:
The outdoor business is rapidly catching up to my interior sales. Most of the interior customers we have had for many years. This is because we are easy to work with. Do not raise prices often at all. Now I am not complaining but I like the interior work more. We could use more jobs with interior plants. Should you know of anyone building, moving or starting a new business please let us know. 

Dave’s Kitchen: Bai ye, or Qin Zhang
This is delicious form of tofu. You have to ask for it at Wang’s market it’s a frozen tofu sheet. Thaw it and slice into fine long strips or noodle wide strips. Blanch it quickly in boiling water. You should remove it after a minute and drop it into ice water. Drain and set aside. Heat some burnt sesame oil and a little soy sauce with garlic quickly. Add a tsp brown sugar if you like and salt and pepper. Add a 4 oz of water with a tbs. of water chestnut powder (or cornstarch) bring to a boil whisking constantly till thick. Remove from heat. Boil some peas ½ cup and chopped boc choy to a boil in water you have. Drain and mix with dry noodles. Pour sauce over all and serve hot or cold.  
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