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February: February is not one of my favorite months. I am not very busy but it is a good time to catch up on things I want to do around the greenhouse. It got very cold this month already. And we are staying very warm. Some say that this is the most depressing month of the year. That’s why so many people put so much effort into the prediction of a furry beast named Phil the groundhog. The annual event in Puxatawney Pa. Has gotten to be somewhat of a beer fest I hear. But there is not much else to do. Even before the festivities became popular I always admired the Groundhogs prediction. This year I am hoping for an early spring as usual so I can get back to work.  February also brings us Valentines day. Also this year my son Nathan and his wife Angela had a baby boy named Noah. He is our first Grandchild and he will speak Chinese too.

Garden Corner:  February is not a good month for gardening. However it is a good time to clean up your beds. Leaves and wood debris will cause rot soon in the spring. It is still safe to trim some types of shrubs. However do not trim azaleas or rhododendrons. Every year I add large rocks I collect all summer to my gardens. When it snows the sun heats them and they make nice decorations in the white snow. Last month I suggested some winter plants in the family of Viburnum. Here is a suggestion for a way to combat invasive species and create a good look with native species. Dennstaedtia punetilobla or Hay Scented Fern will mass together plant Large Iris bulbs every few feet and Solidago commonly called Goldenrod for summer color and no maintenance.  

Coupon Page: On the backside of this newsletter are a few coupons or advertisements from clients or favorite places we like. Please try them out and let us know what you think. If you would like to advertise here just let me know. There is no charge and you might just get the word out. 

Interior Sales:
The outdoor business is rapidly catching up to my interior sales. Now I am not complaining but I like the interior work more. We could use more jobs with interior plants. Should you know of anyone building, moving or starting a new business please let us know. 

Dave’s Kitchen: Vegetarian Chili (good for a cold day)

In a large soup pan melt a stick of butter and brown 2 tbs. garlic and 1 large onion. Add 1 packet of Morning Star Farms recipe crumbles. A dash of steak  sauce, some chili powder salt and pepper and a few bay leaves. 1 large can peeled tomatoes, 1 large can crushed tomatoes and 1 large tomato paste. Then add 3 cans of different colored beans. Simmer slowly for an hour and serve with sour cream. And bread and of course a lot of milk to drink. 

Thank You 
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